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P * E F A 0 E. | 
T7 u. 1 the J e or LT, I 
clinarion, F the Author of tbe fol- 
ling Diſcougſe to publiſb it; tbar 
is done at the Requeſt of ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen who heard it, who thought it pro- 
per to be made publick, together with that 
ſhort, plain, but true Account, 7 the 
Church's Proceedings given at. the, Time 
| 


2e by rhat worthy, Pi- 
» Gentleman Captain Thomas Beſt, | 
oe of their Deacons : | hereby, all who | 
will pleaſe to read it, may be better able , 


to judge of the Caſe, than they cas by 
Common * which is commonty kalen 


1 Fube not but I ſhall be Hamed, 45 | wit | 
fome, for being ern. in this Work; 


but y 4 


1 
— 2 


* 


— 


zur I am þ rmly perſuaded I have e- 
' ſpouſe :zd a Righteous Cauſe, and which 
will be owned by a Righteous God, who 


will, I cannot, but believe, highly honour 
them, with 7 Preſence, and Bleſing. 


Mor am I yet convinced, that my Son, 
or the Church, he is now the Paſtor UL 
have *afted contrary to the Rule of Chriff $ 
Ww br, or the Order of bis H. ouſe. 


. ther could I think it my al 2 
deſert my Son, becauſe he was diſtreſſed, 
and deſerted by others, who ſhould be 
valiant for tie Truth upon the Earth : 
whoſe Cowardice in an Affair 4 ſucb 
Importance, as Religious Liberty, 15 Wor- | 
oy of lafting Reproach 2 2 


Befides, I have abundant Cai 70 
hope that my Dear Son, is truly pious; 


that he 3s richly furniſhed with 4 Fund 


of folid, Chriſtian Experience ; and that 
he is found in Principle, and honottrable 


in 


ach 


05 ſod and rn that 5 +6 
| Yeh has not been able 10 4s nf — 
f N 


More Aw, bt thſe Thing s be rd 
and then, put on the Bowls of a tender 
compaſſionate Parent, 70 an injured, 250 
moſt deſerving Son, who has been a 
Mirror 7 Lan and Affection 12 Bis 


TEE 


55 2 But, if God in this 5 
juftsfies, we need not be much conterneſl 
who condemns] And if. Ged is for us, 
we need not atixiouſly care who are againſt - 
15. Through Cod, we ſhall d valiantly: 
for He *. is that ſpall tread down our | 
Enemies : I. 1 bis Hand we will leave our 
Cauſe, who = ſaid; For the Oppreſ- 
fron of the Poor, for the Sighing of the 
Needy, now will I ariſe — J will ſet 
him in Safety from him that puſfeth at 


+ * If I ſhould here be PEP a Fool in boaſting, 
L am againſt my Inclination compelled to it. L197 


him N 


by 9 + * 2 * Y "4 N ** 
N 5 ny 


| him — Hir. the Lene raketh Pleaſure in 4 
his People; * He will beautify the Meek 
with Salvation — And all Men - ſhall 
fear, and ſhall declare the Work of God; 

F for they ſhall wiſely confider_ of bit Do- 

ings — De Righteous Joall be glad in 
the Lord, and ſhall truſt. in him, or 
all the UL Priges.# in Heart . ghrys | 


Nas this 2 be the Caſe of you, 4 
Dear Son, and the Church, over whord 
the. Holy Ghoſt has made. you an Over- 
ſer, Pall be the conflant Prayer of your 
| Brother and Companion in Tribulation, 
| and in the K. angdom ond Pati ence. Y 


e Chr . 


3 F. 
. . 


WORK of the” DAY. 


My Ry | 


Otwithſtanding, I am mane 
this honourable Service; yet k 
declare for myſelf, and doubt not but I 
may for my worthy Brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry, concerned with me in this Work, 
that we have no Right or Authority to 
ſolemnize the Ordination of your in- 
tended Paſtor, but what we receive from 
you as a Church. Nor has any Man, 
Synod or Body of Men whatſover, | any 
Right to —4 it over God's Heritage, 
or inuade the ſacred Right of Conſcience. 
The inſpired Apoſtle * Not for that 
we have Dominion oyer your Faith, buy || 
are e Helpers of your Joy *. en 


* 2 Cor. i. 24. 


But 


7 


| C'S x ; P 
| 682 
ER (* vi £ 


But, tis too apparent there is that 
Love of Preheminence latent, in the 
wiſeſt and beſt of uninſpired Men, that 
doth greedily catch at Dominion, and doth 
ſeldom - fail to exert it when in their 
Power; and ſometimes even de/potically } 

It needs no Argument to prove, that 
where Independency 1s given up into the 
Hands of Eccleſiaſtical Ralers, there, ei- 
ther 1 Epiſcopacy, Hierarchy, 
yea, agſpotic Tyranny over the Conſciences, 
Liberties, Properties, and Lives of Men, 
have taken Place! Surely, thoſe who 
are for #amely reſigning their Religious 
Liberty into the Hands of their Spiritual 
Guides, one would think are weary of 
their Mercies, fick of their Privileges, and 
long to be again inſlaved, to the de- 
ſpotic Chair of Run. 951 
Hhleſſed be God, for our happy Con- 
ſtitution, whereby we enjoy the free Ex- 
erciſe of our Religion, as our Judgment 
and Conſcience direct: This muſt appear 
to every Proteſtant, | eſpecially to every 
Proteſtant D:ſſenter, to be an ineſtimable 
Privilege, and of the laſt Importance. 


ning, 

A Privilege this, which our Progeni- 
tors groaned under the Want of but 
which our Gracious God, had in Reſerve, 
to introduce with the glorious Revolu- 
tion, and to entail it upon us and our 
Children, by the Happy Acceſſion of the 
Tlluſtrious Houſeof Hanover tothe Throne, 

The Reformation ſhould ever be dear 
to us as Chriſtians; the Revolution as 
Proteſtants; and A& of Toleration as 
Diſſenters. But how intolerable: this ? 
Should we not - zo/erate one another, ta 
worlhip God in that Way we find moſt 
for our Spiritual Edification, and his 
Glory! Our rightful Sovereign King 
George has given us Liberty ſo to do; 
and ſo has our Gracious God, and 8a- 
viour, King Jeſus, who has ſaid, ubere- 
ever to, or three, are gathered together 
in my Name, there am I in the midf of 
them. hen, let us call no Man on 
Earth, the Maſter of our Conſciences ;; 
but ſtrenuouſly aſſert our Right to judge 
0h, 00 chuſe our Spiritual Guides: for: 
it belongs only to BY 
their Ecelehiaftical Officers; ſince tis far; || 


Matt. xviii. 20. iN 
hei d 


* 


B 


the People to appoint | | 


1 
their Sake that any ſuch are inſtituted, 
and 'tis the Peoples Intereſt which is 
concern'd, and their Good or Ill greatly 
depends upon their Choice of their Mi- 
2 - and conſequently, that any ſhould 
prevent them of their Choice, of impoſe 
one upon them, by their Influence and 
Intereſt, under a Pretence, they are in- 
capable of judging for themſelves, is moſt 
unnatural, and contrary to the received 
Rule of having _ which concerns All , 
approved by All. 

If every one *. not a proper Right to 
chuſe his Paſtor, he muſt either be of 
the Religion of his Guide, or continue 
him in that Employ, though he reaps no 
Spiritual Profit by him, yea, though he 
preaches the Doctrine of Devils | But 
the ſame Reaſon which obliges a Man not 
to take a Paſtor of a different Religion, 
or Profeſſion, equally obliges him to chuſe 
among them of his own Perſuaſion, whom 
he thinks moſt likely to promote his Spi- 
ritual, and Eternal Happineſs. | 

In ſhort, if we muſt not chuſe for our- 
ſel ves, we muſt own the Popiſb Clergy 
are in the Right, when 1 in expreſs Terms 


ey 


Fi have its Concerns intruſted with an 


(x) 
they forbid the People to judge for them- 
ſelves, but n ſubmit to their De- 
terminationss 
A late, Voted Divine * the 20 
lowing Words: ? 
« T think we may whe it alſo fas a 
1 Certainty, that where God does not 
e interpoſe to point out the Teachers, or 
e Overſeers, in any Chriſtian Church, by 
5 Inſpiration, han is no Perſon or Per- 
e ſons, either in the Church, or State, who 
e have any rightful Power, derived cither 
* from Reaſon or Scripture, to impoſe a 
Teacher, or Overſeer, on any Aſſem- 
ce bly of Chriſtians whatſoever, without 
*« their own Conſent; for it is ＋ them- 
« ſelyes muſt give an Account for their 
* own Souls to God; and therefore they 
« muſt have a Right to chuſe who ſhall 
« teach and lead them in Matters of Re- 
« Jigion. Conſcience is too ſacred a 
Thing to be impoſed upon by fallible 
« Men, and the Soul is too valuable 2 


e ſons, without our own A xn 7s 


Then let me beſeech you my 7 
to ſtand aß in the Liberty herewith 


| 0 Dr. Watts's Chriſtian Church, pag. 38. 


c 


(N) 


Chrift hath made you res Hold that 
faſt which thou haſt, that no Man take 
thy (Independent) Crown. 

This indeed, you have done in the 
Face, of the moſt formidable Oppoſition, 
and under the greateſt Diſcouragements, 
which will redound to your immortal 
Honour and for which I doubt not, but 
your Lord, Judge, Lawgiver, and King, 
will richly reward you; by adding to 
your Number, that you may not be few, 
and will glorify you, that you may be 
great — 80 that, Violence ſhall no more 
be heard in thy Land, Waſting or De- 
Hruction within thy Borders; but thou 
ſhalt call thy Walls Salvation, "oy * 
Gates Praiſe. 
; Now, as you have appointed me to 
addreſs your Paſtor, I will attend to that 
Part of my Province: And ſeeing, my 
Dear Son and Brother in Chriſt, you have 
taken upon you the Care of this Church, 
permit me to remind you of what is your 
Duty, in the due Diſcharge of the Paſto- 

ral Office: and which I would do from 
that Portion of the good Word of God, 
you wall find i In, 


"MOVE 


Z cn, xi. 4+ | 


T hus ſaith the Lord my God, Feed the 


Flock of the Slaughter, 


T OUGH the Prophet in the preceding 
Chapters was ſent as an Embaſſador to 
promiſe Peace; yet here he is ſent as an 
Herald to proclaim War. | I | 

Notwithſtanding, the Jcuiſ Nation ſhould re- 


cover its Proſperity, and flouriſh for a Time, be- 


come conſiderable, be bleſſed at laſt with the 

ſonal Preſence of the long expected Meſſab, 
ais Miniſtry, Miracles, &c. yet when the Rem- 
nant, according to the Election of Grace among 
them, were efQually called, and brought home 
to Chriſt, the Body of that Nation perſiſting. in 
Unbelief ſhall be deſtroy'd for rejecting Chriſt. 
And 'tis certain this Wrath is come upon them; 
and which is here predicted in dark and figurative 
Expreſſions uſual in prophetic Style. But amidſt 

all the Convulſions of Church and State, the Lord 


ſhews his Care of, and Concern for his ire 


Fleck ! therefore charges the Prophet to 


them; even the Poor of the Flock, the Lord will 
have fed, ver. 7. Now, a more clear Revelation, 
and freſh Promiſes of the Meſſiab was, the ſove- | 
reign Cordial of the Jewiſh Church, -under all + 
her Calamities, eſpecially of the Elict among them. 
| © | | 


But 


SK. 


a 


(2) by 
But rather, Chriſt himſelf, is here prophetical- 


ly ſpoken of, as expreſſing the Charge he had 


received from his Father, to take care as the Great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, of his Litile Flock, 


expoſed to Slaughter by Men and Devils. 
And as they are as the Deſcendents of Adam, 


expoſed to Slaughter, by Sin, Satan, the World, 
the Law, Death and Hell; ſo Chriſt, is com» 


miſſioned to take care of them; to preſerve, pro- 
tect, defend, and ſave them; to Feed them, as he 
does, by his Precepts, Promiſes, Word, Ordi- 
nances, Providences, Mercies, Judgments; by 
his Miniſters, and Spirit: yea, he Feeds them, 
with himſelf, the Bread of Life, which came 
down from Heaven ; he feeds them with the Dig- 
nity of his Perſon, the Merit of his Blood, the 
Fulneſs of his Grace, theExcellency of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, the Suitableneſs and Glory of his Of- 
fices and Relations, Thus He Feeds the Flock 
of the Slaughter, even the Poor of the Flock ! 

When Chriſt, ſpeaks of the Father, as his 


Tord and God, he confiders intel of A 


as God's * Servant ; otherwiſe he is the 
Man, God's Fellow ; and thinks it no Robbery 
to claim Equality with God *. Our Text may 
alſo include the Charge of God, to Unaer Shep- 
herds, to feed their Flocks : in this Light J ſhall 
at preſent conſider it; in order to which, I would 


attempt the following Things : 


Firſt, ſhew briefly why the Flock, here, is | 


called the Flock of Slaughter. 


* Phil, ii. 6. See Rom, ix. 5. 


Secondly, 


139 
Secondly, Point out what this Flock i is to * 


fed with. 


Thirdly, Mention ſome Arguments, or Mo- 
tives to „ren a faithful and * 3 
of this important Duty. 


As to the firſt Thing, The Yews in Type, were 

a Flock of Slaughter for ſeveral Hundred Years; 
to the Egyptians, then to the Chaldeans, then the 
Romans: By the latter, their political, and eccle- 
ſiaſtical, . were ruined, and themſelves diſ- 
perſed throughout the whole World. And the Poor, 
_—_— them were before this, greatly enſlaved 
by the Ambition, Avariceand Tyranny of, eſpecially, 
their Ecclefiaftical Shepherds : They, fed, theme 
| ſelves, and not the Flock; the Diſeaſed they did 
not L neither healed that which was 
fick, nor bind up that which was broken, nor 
brought again that which was driven away, nor 
ſought that which was %; but with Force and 
with Cruelty ruled them.—They thruſt with Side 
and Shoulder ; puſh'd all the Diſcaſed, with their 
Horns till they had ſcattered them abroad : But, 
| 0k will ſave his Flock, the Remnant, "AT 
to the Election of Grace ; z his Peo le 

| 0 en, ſhall not always be a Prey to me ug 
venous Wolves! The Lord will judge between 
Cattle and Cattle : and has, and will ſet up one 


Shepherd over them, and he ſhall feed them, 


_ Chriſt, the Antitypical David : He, ſhall 

feed them ; who is their Chief, Good and one 

ner 7. 1 
© See Ezek. Chap. xxxiv. 
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/ . ® John, x. 1, 8, + Matt. xv. 16. 5 Rom. viii. 36. 


* 
* 


0 4 
In Chriſts time, how were the Poor of. the 


Flock Aaugbter d? even by their own Poſſeſſors, 


the chief Priefts, and Elders, whom the Great, 
and Good Shepherd calls, Thieves and Robbers * ; 

They invaded Mens Conſciences, and Properties, by 
their vain Traditions and Commandments of 
Men. The deſperate State of the Jew!/h Church, 
under the Tyranny of their own Governors, made 
them almoſt as miſerable as their Captivity in 


| ſtrange Countries had done! 


The Sadducees, who were a Sort of Deiſts, cor- 
rupted their Judgements ; and the Phariſees, who 
were Bigots for Superſtition, corrupted their 
Morals, by making void the Commandments of 
God. ＋ 

In ſhort, they matter'd not what became of 
the Flack, ſo as they could glut their pale: 
Ambition or Envy ! | 

But when thoſe who have Power, inſtead of 
being Shepherds, are devouring Wolves, and young 
Lions, as in the Context; they may expect that 
the righteous God, will bumble their Pride, and 
break their Power 0 

The Sheep and Flock of Chriſt, have fre- 
quently been the Flock of Slaughter, even under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation. Says the Apoſtle.— 

For thy Sake we are killed all the Day long; we 
are accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter F. Hif- 
tory, both ſacred, and prophane, will abundantly 
evince the 'Truth of this. 

They have been treated as tho they were made 
for no other Uſe, but to be ſlaughtered; hence 
called the Flock of- Slaughter: And as this ex- 

refſes the Cruelty of their Perſecutors; or to 
follow the Simile, Butchers ; ſo it points out their 


(3) 
Tnnocency, Meekneſs, Humility, and Patience 


in Sufferings, being under them like Lambs or 
Sheep: As the Apoſtle there cites, Pſal. xliv. 22. 
It may ſuggeſt, that Sufferings has been the com- 
mon Lot of the Saints, in all Ages; and is de- 
fign'd to animate the People of God under the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, to ſuffer with Chearfulneſs: | 
And the Allufion may be to the Lambs and Sheep 
daily ſlain for Sacrifice, in the Court of the Ta- 
bernacle and Temple. 

Now ſeeing this Flock, is thus to be Nlaughter'd, 
they ought to be well fed, which leads to the ſe- 
cond general, namely, with what this Flock is to 

be fed; This I would point out under the fol- 
lowing Particulars, | 

. Tf. Fred them with the Doctrine, of God's 
eternal, infinitely great, immutable, diſtinguiſhing 
ſovereign and free Love, as the Fontal Cruſe and 
Spring of the whole of their Salvation ; of Chriſt, 

and all the Benefits of his Mediation. 

- 2dh. With the Doctrine of perſonal, able, 
or inconditional Election to everlaſting Life. 

Shew, that this ſecures Holineſs to all its Objects, 
and is moſt clearly expreſſed in the ſaered Oracles: 
According as he hath choſen us in bim, before the 

Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be holy, and 
without Blame before him in Love* 

' Becauſe God hath from the Beginning choſen you to 
Salvation, through Sanctiſication of the Nn and 
Belief of the Truth. 

: Moreover, whom be did predeſtinate, them be al alſo 
called t. We read, of the Puri of God according 
to Election —and of a choſen Generation, 4 royal 


- ®*'Eph. i. 4. + 2 Theſl. ii, 13. t Rom. viii. 30. 2 
I Nom. ix. „ 
Prieſibood, 


2 


tber, through Santtification of the Spirit unto Obe- 


1 6) | 
Priol an holy Nation, a peculiar People * <= 
Elect according to the Foreknowledge of God the Fu. | 


dience, and — of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſiſ 
'3dly. With the everlaſting, and unchangeable 


* Accep tation of the Perſons of the Elect with God 


in Chriſt their Head ; that they were lov'd in 
him, choſen in him ; and in him preſerved, to 


be called. 


As Adam was the Repreſentative of his Seed, 
they were conſider d in him, they ſinn'd in him, 
and "fell with him in the firſt Tranſsreflion, By 
his Act of Diſobedience they were made Sinners, 
and with him came under the Condemnation of 
the Covenant of Works : So all' the Ele& who 
are the Seed of Chriſt, are conſidet'd in him and 
repreſented by him, as the Head of the Covenant 
of Grace ; and their Perſons were always accepted 
with God, as view d in Chriſt their Repre- 
ſentative; having made us accepted in the Beloved 7. 

- There is no Inconſiſtency between Condem- 
nation of the Elect in their natural Head Adam, - 
and the Acceptation of their Perſons in their 


ſpiritual. Head Chr. I can't but wonder that 


any who own an actual Union with Adam, by 


virtue of a divine Conſtitution, and their Guil- 


tineſs and Condemnation upon his Sin, in Con- 
ſequence of that Union with him, ſhould deny 
their real and actual Union with Chriſt, by Virtue 
of a divine Conſtitution, in the Covenant of 
Grace, and the Acceptation of their Perſons with 
God on that Account. 

In this Way it is, that God's corrective Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt the Sins of his People, is per- 

* Pet. ii. 9. + 1 Pet. i. 2. f Eph. . 6. 


| bad : 
> ©" | fetly 


(7) 


fectly conſiſtent with his invarlable Love to their 1 
Perſons in Chriſt. Y 
4thly. With the full, proper, Atonement , 


and Satisfaction for Sin, by e Death of Chriſt. 
Point out the Origin of it, viz. the ſovereign 
Will of God, which is plain to a Demonſtration, '®, 
in admitting, E and accepting of a Sure- 
ty. Whereby there is not a Relaxation of the Law, 
either in its Precepts, or Penalty; but a Commu- 
tation of Perſons, or a Purpoſe to permit another 
to take our Obligations upon himſelf, in order ad 
our Releaſe. You muſt ſhew who this Surety is 
That he is the true, proper, natural, divine, and 
eternal Son of the Father, his Equal in every Per- 
fection: the Brightneſs of bis Glory, and the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon . That he is truly 
Man, of the ſame Nature with us, but yet with- 
out Sin, perfectly free from all that moral Con- 
tagion which attends us: That he aſſumed our 
Nature ; is God and Man in one Perſon ; which 
is one eminent Branch of the Great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs; God manifeſt in the Fleſh. The. 
Effential, and Eternal Word was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt among us: He was made of a Woman, made 
under the Law, to redeem his People from the Curſe 
of the Lau, himſelf being made a Curſe for them; 
A Sins were imputed to him; and all their Ini- 
quity laid upon him. All we like Sheep have gone 
Tz Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of 
He who knew no Sin was made Sin far 
43 . Sins in lit own Body on the + 
Tree f. —= The Meſſiah Was cut ef Out 11 for. 


„ Heb. i. -e See John i. 14, 1 G in, 13- N 
1K. 92 Cor. v. 21. 1 Iker u *. 
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bimſelf Te Sword of Tuftice 10as awnked 
againſt the Man God's Fellow, and commanded ta 
mite the Shepherd +. This was commanded by 
the Father in the Character of a Judge puniſhing 


our Sins in the Perſon of our Surety, his own Son ! 


Hereby God is pacified towards his People for all 


their Sins; vindictive Fury is not in him; Peace 
is made by the Blood of Chriſt's Croſs : And we be- 
ing juſtified by his Blood ſhall be ſaved from Wrath 

 thro' him. What can hinder ? ſeeing Juſtice is 
ſatisfied ; and on this Account reconciled ; the 
Law magnified and made honourable ; the Glory 
of all the Divine Perfections manifeſted and ſe- 
cured ! This will lead you to point out the pro 
Extent, and certain Efficacy of Chriſt's tha, 
that he laid down his Life, only for his Sheep :. 
and is the Saviour only of his Myſtic Body : and 
purchaſed the Church with his Bloodj. Where 
the Effects of Chriſt's Death is rightly under- 
ſtood, it is impoſſible to conclude it of univerſal 
Extent. Take the utmoſt Care to exalt the Sa- 
| viour: for it is the Father's Will that all Men 
; ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour the 
= Famer! 

And Chriſt ſays, He that honoureth Me, him 
will I honour, and he that deſpiſes me, (or de- 
e my Worth, Merit and Glory) ſhall be 
ightly eſteemed ! | 

In treating, of the Doctrine of Atonement, 
You will be led to that of Juſtification, by the 
R ghteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

In order to which, you muſt ſhew that Chriſt, 
was not a proper Subject of the Covenant of 


* Dan. ix, 26. + Zech. xii. 3. t Ads xx. 28. 
Works 


Adam, nor 'retwicll to him; as a Member, whom 
be repreſented, he could not have any Concern 
with that Covenant, Which was made with Adam 


e is accepted of the Father for 


(9) 
Works on his own Account, His Human Nat 
ture, though in Union"with the Son of God, 1% 
and ever will be under a Law; that neceſſatilß 
teſults from its ane ee and ogy = 
to God as 4 Creature. 2 1 

For it is . A Gee, ede Saint 
or Angel not be in 8u to the Wilt 
A nd che Divine Will 18a Law, pes y 
laſtingly binding on the Creature. 

But the Covehant of Works ſeems to r to 
be more than „a Law; but is a Law With 
Sanction, it promiſes Life, on Condition of Obe- 
dience, and threatens Death in Caſe” of Diſobe- 
dience. Now, as Chriſt was God, as well as 
Man, it was incompatible wich the Dignity of 
his Perſon to dome under the Obl of tlie 
Covenant of Works on his own' Account: Be- 
ſides, Chriſt, was not a natural Deſcendant 6f 


as the federal Head of all Wh& naturally deſcend 
from him; but by a ſpecial-Conftitution: of God, 
on the Behalf of others. Now, as it is trug 
Chriſt could not come under the Covenant of 


Works for bimfelf, or on this on Account; wen 
_ evidently: follows; that his becoming. a 


of that Covenant was for others} and his Obedic 
ence to the Terms of it is intended for the Salva 
tion of others; ſeeing without this Obedience. 10 
Salvation can be had for led Creatures. 
But Bleſſed be God, this Obedience, Chr 7 


Ekel, and A to them, they ue | 
" 


„ «x» ' 


% - 
610) 4 


juſtified therein, and there 
cording to the Hope of eternal Life. - 

5thly, Feed them, with the Doctrine of the 
efficacious Grace of God. Here, you muſt ſhew 
the Neceſſity of the New Birth; and point out 
the Depravity of Nature; ſhew that we neither 
can, nor will come to Chriſt. We cannot, as we 
are deſtitute of a Principle of Spiritual Life; and 
we will not, as we are the Subjects of wicious Ha- 
bits, which determine us againſt ſuch an Act. 

You, muſt ſhew, that we are Regenerated or 
Born Again, not of Blood, nor of the Will of the 
Bleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God *; 
made willing in the Day of his; Power + " That 
We make not our ſelves to 1 1 iffer ; but are eh [ Work: 
manſhip, created in Chrift Feſus unto good Works, 
which God hath before ordained, that we. ſhould soalk 


in them f. And it is God that wonketh in , l 


to will and do of his own good Pleaſure ||, 
thy, Comfort them, EDO the Doctrine af 
the final Perſeverance of the Saints; and ſhew 
how abundantly that im 
proved from the Word of God: which aſſures 


us, that if we can be confident of any thing, we 
may of this, That,, he anbich hau began: a' good 


Mork in you; will, perform it until tbe Day f 
a8 in 2 


Fefus Chriſt J. That, we ſhall be kept ( 
Gariſon) by the Power of God, through oy unto 


| q Salvation . That, the Divine Ry and bis 
Graces. ſball be in us as a Well of living Water, 


ſpringing up into everlaſting Life t. And, . that 
50 will give his Sheep eternal Life, and they ſhall 


N 13. + Paal. cx. 3. t Eph. ii. 10. Phil. ü. 
$ Phil. i. 6. F it John iv. 14. g 


are made Feirs ar 


. 
{ 
| 


portant Doctrine may be 


neveg 


* 
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never periſh, nor ſhall any be able to pluck them out 


of his Hand; nor-out of bis Father's Hand.} The » . 


Saints Perſeverance'is grounded in the, immuta- 
ble Love of God; the well order'd Nature of the 


everlaſting Covenant; the infinite Merits 


Chriſt, their Union to him, their Life being hid 
with Chriſt in God; his Interceſſion for — 3 
the Promiſe and Oath of God; the Glory of all 
the divine Perfections; and the indwelling of the 
Spirit, who will abide with us for ever. God 
will heal the. Back-ſlidings of bis People, and love 
them freely. And will not turn away from them to 


do them Good. Will reſt in his 1 4 and rejoice 


over them with Singing. Nothing paſt, preſent, or 
to come, ſhall ever ſeparate them from bis Love.— 
The Lord will not forſake the Work of his own 
Hand; but perfect that which concerneth his Saints. 
thy, You are not to ſhun to declare all 
the Counſel of God, ſo far as made known to 
you: For every evangelical Doctrine, eſpecially 
the above, are calculated to exalt and enhance the 
Glory of Divine Grace in the buſineſs of our Sal- 
vation; are, 'wiſely deſigned to hide Pride from 
Man, and to exclude all Boaſting in him: They 
alſo diſplay the Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
Juſtice of God, as well as his Faithfulneſs, 


Mercy, Love, and Grace in our Salvation: They 


alſo, ate a ſolid and immoveable Ground of 
ſtrong Conſolation to all who have fled for Re- 
fuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet before them: 
And they ate Doctrines according to Goalrnzfs ; 

A Syſtem of Truths, - ſuited to ingenerate and 
maintain in the Minds of all thoſe whoſe W 


{ John xii, 28, 29. $ Hoſea, xiv. . 
D 2 2 is 
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(642) 
is intended by them, Love to God, a holy 2 
rence of him, and moſt fervent Defires to obey 
and ſerve him in all Things. 

It argues, a legal Diſpoſition, with a ſecret 
Love to Sin, however they may dread its Con- 
ſequences ; and a Want of an uaintance 97 
the Nature, and Influence of Ne. Doctrines, to 
entertain a contrary Opinion of them. Such wha 
have any Experience of their Power. and Sweerneſs 
are taught by them, under divine Influences, 70 
deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, and to live 


ſeberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 


Thoſe who like not to hear | thoſe Doctrines, 
give but ſmall Evidence of a Meetneſs for that 
State, where the Grace of God, and the Glory of 
Chriſt, are no doubt, the principal Theme, the 
Minds of the Bleſt, will be entertain d with unto 
Eternity. Thoſe who diſlike theſe glorious Sub- 
jets are generally much for practical Preaching, 
and what they call Morality, which you are by 
no Means to neglect ; but if you recommend the 
Practice of Duty evangelically, and clearly ſhew 
the Difference between 7rue Holineſs, — mere 
Morality, it will not meet with much more Ac- 


ceptance from them, than the moſt ſublime 


evangelical Truths. But whether Men will hear 
or whether they will forbear, every Miniſter of 


Chriſt, is in — moſt ſolemn 3 charg d to | 


preach the Word. And Wo be unto them 7 they 


preach not the Goſpel ! And he that hath the 


Word of Reconciliation committed to him, let 
bim ſpeak it faithfully, for n 15 tbe ere fo. the 


Wheat, 8 n 


d8tbiy, 


F 


* ST 


_— V2 


(13) 
 B/bly, It is not inconfiſtent with your Cha- 
racter as Feeder of the Flock of Slaughter, to re- 
prove, exhort, &c. This Part of your Work 
Reproof, tho' not ſo pleaſing either to yourſelf, 
or others, yet, it is neceſſary for the Honour of 
God, the Reputation of the Goſpel, and the Gd 
of Souls: you can't give a greater Mark of Ha- 
tred againſt your profeſſing Brother than to ſuffer 


Sin, to dwell wnreprov'd upon him.“ Nor is 
there a better Proof of undifſembled diſintereſted 


Love, than to hazard a Man's Friendſhip to re- 
cover him from his Error. Open Rebuke is better 
than ſecret Love: And a truly wife Man will love 
his Reprover, eſpecially as there appears Love, 
and Prudence, in the Manner of its Admini- 
ſtration. Sometimes, there will be a neceſſity to 

rebuke ſharply.—And with all Authority. Nor is 
it foreign to your Office to preach the Law, 
not for Juſtification, but Conviction. The 


great Prophet of his Church explained the Law, 
vindicated it from the falfe Glofles of the Scrides, 


and Phariſees, in his excellent Sermon on ms 
Mount. | 

The Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtles delivers the 
Matter of the Law, as well as the glorious Truths 
of the Goſpel; and proves the Equity of that 
Conſtitution, accordin g to which all Men are ob- 
noxious to eternal Death, as Tranſgreſſors of it. 
You muſt not confult the Taſte and. Choice of 
Men: Many in the moſt dangerous Situation, 
love to have ſmooth Things preach'd unto them, 
and to have Pillows, placd under their Arms; 
and want you ts _ with es cocks Mortar. | 


13 Ley. xix. 17. . — 13. ap ulbg. 2 
But, 
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(14) 
But, it would be of dreadful Conſequence both 
to them, and yourſelf, to gratify them. Vou 
muſt be a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder, to im- 
penitent Sinners; and by the Terrors of the Lord 
rſuade Men. It is proper to acquaint Believers 
with the Nature of the Covenant of Works, that 
they might ſee more of the Fulneſs and Gry of 
the Covenant of Grace. It is of real Service to 
the Heirs of Heaven, to be well informed of 
Hell, and of the Nature of Infernal Miſery, unto 
which their numerous Sins ſo juſtly rendered 


1 them obnoxious. And as you are to labour to 
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"awaken the Secure, rebuke the Incorrigible, 
quicken the Supine; ſo you are to endeavour, to 
ſuccour the Tempted, relieve the Diſtreſſed, bind 
up the Broken-hearted, heal the Wounded, ſay 
to the fearful Heart be ſtrong g. cnfirm the feeble 
Knees, and ſtrengthen the weak Hands, and com. 4 
fort the Mourners in Zion. 

And as you are enabled, f uibuthize with 
them in all their Afflictions, Temptations, Deſer- 
tions, Sc. There is need of a ſound Judgm ent, 
ſolid Experience, and divine Skill * 2 — theſe 
Things. And a ſtrict Obſervation: of your:own - 
Heart, in Seaſons of Temptation, Afffiction, 
| Darknek, and Deſertion, or whatever Trouble 
you are in, will under God beſt qualify you for 
this. The Book of Pſalms is a rich Treaſury of 
Spiritual Experience, and is peculiarly worthy 
of your Study. From thence you'll obſerve, 
what Temptations, Troubles and Diſtreſs, ſome- 
times attend the Saints; what Viciſſitudes they 
paſs under; what the Matter of their Support; 
how they are reliev d, encouraged, deliver d, and 
in the Iſſue comforted. ** you'll be better 

111 able 


( 15 | 
able to adminiſter Comfort to thoſe, add! thro' 
a miſtaken Apprehenſion of their own State, re- 
fuſe to be comforted, © 
The Caſe of ſuch will require your oreateſt 
Tenderneſs, and the. Exerciſe of your utmoſt 
Skill as a Barnabas or Son of Conſolation. And 
I doubt not, but that uncommon Scene of Troubles 
you have hitherto waded through, and begs di- 
vine and human Supports, notwithſtandin 
you have been indulged with, will by t 54 over- 
ruleing Providence of your Alhoiſe and Gratious | 
God, richly furniſh you for this Part of your im- 
portant Service. For the Apoſtle ſays, I herber 
we are affiifted,. it is ſor your Conſolation and Sal- 
vation — Or whether ue be A. 27 8 Fs for 
your Conſolation and Salvation \. 
Once more, under this Head, you are Ane | 
to preſs the Diſcharge of every Relative Duty, and | 
the Practice of good Works : They who will not 
hay of their Duty evangelically ö are 
not rightly ſenſible of their Privilige ! Saith the 
Apoſtle, to Titus, — Theſe Things I will that thou _ 
affirm conflantly, that they which have believed in 
God, might be careful to maintain good Works : 
theſe Things are good and profitable unto Men.* \\ 
And you muſt be careful, as affiſted-by the 
Grace God, to be an Example of the Behevers, | 
in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in Purity +. In all Things ſhewing thyſelf © 
a Pattern of © good Works: in "Define Jeewing { 
Urcorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity 7. y | 
And you muſt continue in this Labour, under 
all Diſcouragements, and Oppoſition : you muſt. 


2 Cor. i. 6. * Tit. iti. 8. 11 Tim. iv, 12. 
1 N ; 
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(16) 
vot think.of quitting this Service on Account of 
it Reproaches by Enemies, or Neglect by profeſſed 
Friends; or the Views of any — — 
None of theſe Things ſhould move you: but you 
ſhould, endure ede as a good Soldier of Jeſus 
Cri.” 

The Arguments and Motives to which is in- 
cluded in our Wo 


Third, and laſt general Head, which I am 
now to attend to: This I can but juſt r 
becauſe of Time: And theſe are, 
iſt, The Command of God. 
2dly, The Conſideration of whoſe. you are, 
whom you ſerve, to whom you are related, and 
devoted: your Time and SiPength are. * your. 
own. © + 3 TH 
_ gdly, The Honour of what a Maſter you ſera 
what a Lord you obey, what a wiſe Leader you 
follow, in low great a Name, you' ſpeak and 
act; from whom you have your Furniture, and 
Call, and expect your * Help and Future 
| Reward! 
 4thly, The p- of your Work, the 
Glory - God in all his Perſons, and Perfections; 
the Good of Souls; the Eyes that are you, 
eſpecially in the preſent <ntfure ; and the Diffi- 
culty to addreſs Perſons of different Educations, 
Tempers, Conditions, Prejudices, Sc To di- 
vide the Word of God aright; to rebuke ſome, 
comfort others, and to give to every oue their pro- 
per Portion, and ſo ap yourſelf to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as a faithful — of his Myſter ies. 
Beſides, you cannot but be ſenſible of the 
1: bortneſs and Uncertainty of Life, the Certainty of 


Death, 
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(17) 

&. firi# Account, we — all 

ive of our Talents, and Opportunities Or doing nh 
— receiving Good. Now, the Conſideration 
of theſe Things, and remembring how ind and 
gracious a Maſter you ſerve, the endearing Rela- 
tions that ſubſiſt between you, the Care he will 
take of you as acting in his Name, and the gra- 
cious Reward he will give you and-all who find 
Mercy to be Faithful: are copious Arguments, 
to quicken us to be diligent, and faithful in the 
Diſcharge of our ſacred Office. | of, SE 

Upon the Whole, you will obſerve, what a 

Compaſs of Knowledge | what a Treaſure of Ex- 
perience | what Acquaintance with yourſelf ! 
what an Underſtanding of the Nature of Satan's 
Devices, and the Labyrinths of the Heart of Man, 
| Which is deſperately wicked and deceitful above all 
Things, are needful to make an Able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament ! 5 | 
It may well be ſaid, Who is ſufficient for theſe 
Things? | | 7 
. Only, theſe, who have their Qualifications, and 
Miſſion, not merely, from Man, or by Man, but 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt : from the Fa- 
ther of Lights, from whom every good and per- 

fect Gift deſcends; and from the great Prophet 
of his Church, the Great, Good, Chief Shep- 
herd, and Biſhop of Souls, who has aſcended on 
high, and received Gifts for Men; and from je- 
hovah the Spirit, from whom are all Diverſities 
en dividing to every Man ſeverally as he 
will: And it is our Mercy, that our Suffct 
of God! Now © iu * 
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aid, Go in this 


cauſe of the Meanneſs of his Famil 


| the Church, to whom I miniſter : 


(.18 ) 
with You, my 


May it be Dear Son, and Bra; 


ther i Cbrift, 4s it was with Gideon , who ſeemg 


a Type, both of Chriſt, and Goſpel Mini- 
= it is aid, And the Lord looked upon him; and 
thy Might, and thou ſhalt ſave 
I TEE Midianites: Ae 

ent thee ? p 
"7 God has ſent you, you'll do more for his 
Glory, and the Good of Souls, than tho' the 


whole World had ſent you, without His, Miſfion ! 


Indeed, he would have excuſed himſelf, be- 
or Thou- 

fand, but the Lord ſaid, Surely 7 wit hes be with thee, 
and thou halt ſmits the Midianites, as one Man, 


- verſe 16. 


And as there is abundant Cauſe to hope, My 
Dea Son, that the Lord has been, is, and will 
be with you, you need not much, caro why are 
againſt you! 

I — often ſpread your Caſe, and che Caſe of 
this Church, before the Lord; and have had 
many exceeding great and precious Promiſes by 
Way of Encouragement on your Account ; Time 
would fail me now to name them: 1 will juſt 
mention ſome of them. 


When I receiv'd your Letter of the Churches, 


| Requeſt, to engage me in this Work ; tho' had no 


Objection to comply therewith, but a Senſe of my 
own Inſufficiency ; yet I could not but reſlect as 
Things were circumſtanc'd, what might be the 
Conſequence both with d to myſelf, and 
While I was 

muſeing 


Judges vi. 14. 


(19) 

muſeing on this, I was ſet at Liberty, by the 
b- lowing Words, For-Zion's Sake will I not 
q ' Peace, and for Feruſalem's Sake I will not reſt 722 
7 the Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as —— and 
4 the Salvation as a Lamp that burneth *. Ie 
* Words came to me in @ more particular May: Fer 4 
E Zion's Sake bold mot Thy, Peace, GS. 

Which was followed with the Conſideration | 
| of ow, Miraiab, againſt four bungred others I, 
which to my Mind, that Right, is not 
always on the Side of Power, and Numbers; but 
ſometimes the Inconfiderable Fru, have eſpous d 
a righteous Cauſe, tho labouring to ſupport it 
under the greateſt Difficulties ar and Oppoſitions. 


with the following Words, Hear the Word of the © 
Led, ye that tremble at his Word, your Brethren © 
that hated you, that caſt you ; out fir m Name Sake, 
faid, It the Lord te glx fad: but be ſhall appear 
your Foy, and they ſhall be aſham'd || — As one whom 
bis Mother comforteth, ſo eee. and ye 
ſhall be comforted in Feruſalem hen — ' foe 


this Heart ſhall rejoice, and 
fouriſh like an Herb : — the ad of the the Lord 
ſhall be known trwards his Servants, and bis m— 
nation towards bis Enemies. | 
When I have been thinking 
Church, thoſe Words have been Sug dots 
Mind, A little one ſhall become a cheaſend, phy a 
Jmall one a flrong Nation : T the Lord will ballen it 
in bis Time 8. "Add with reſpect to my dear Son, 
your Paſtor, I have lately had thoſe Words, I 


Ila. Ixii. 1. + 1 Kings xxii. 8. Ia. levi. 5. 
—xiii. 14. § Ifa. Ix. ult. 1 


Alſo on your Account have been refreſned 


(20) | 
have choſen him a Paſtor after my own Heart, to 
feed my People with Knowledge and Underſtanding &. 
The Words are expreſſed in more general Terms, 
but they came to me in this appropriating Way: 
which I thought a more particular Anſwer of 
Prayer. | 

Have likewiſe had thoſe Words frequently ſug- 
geſted, to my Mind: No Weapon formed againſt 
Him, ſhall proſper, but every Tongue that riſeth up 
in Judgment againſt Him, thou ſhalt condemn +. 
Thus the Words were applied to me. 

And thoſe Words, Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the 
Lord have ] Righteouſneſs and Strength : even to 
him ſhall Men come, and all that are incenſed againſt 
bim ſhall be aſbamed . There are Abundance 
more, which have been given into my Mind (on- 
the above Account) and I hope into the Hand of 
my Faith; and I truſt as the Anſwers of my 
Prayers on your Behalf: And as Time will not 


allow, to mention them; ſo it may diſcover 
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greater Humility in me to conceal them; but I 
can appeal to the Heart-ſearching God, if I 
know the preſent Frame of my Heart, that I - 
mention theſe, not with Offentation, but for your 
mutual Encouragement : For I have not obſerv'd 
any one Word, I have had Reaſon to believe 
came from God, as yet, to fall to the Ground ; 
but have ſeen the Accompliſhment of many 
Things, as the Fulfilment of a Promiſe, or 
Threatning, or as the Anſwer of Prayer ! 

I cannot but hope, My Dear Son, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Wrath of Man; God hath called, 


fer. iii. 15. + Iſa. liv. 17. Chap. xlv. 24. 


prepared, 


(21) 
and accepted you in the Min! 
— hope in Chriſt, as a choſe — to 
bear his Name, ike his Meſlage, diſplay his 
Glory, exalt his Son, and Spirit, and enlarge 
Chriſt's Kingdom. I can't, but think, He will 
employ you, to turn many to Righteouſneſs, to 
build up his Church, plead his Cauſe, and de- 
fend his Truth: And comfortably hope, both 
you, and the Church, you have taken the Paſtoral 
Care of, will have Cauſe to bleſs God, for this, 
Day's Solemnity ſo long as you live. And may the 
God of all Grace make you mutual Bleſſings to 
each other, and cauſe all Grace, and Comfort, to 
abound towards you 

Now my Friends, as you have heard ſomething 
of the Importance of the Pafforal Office, you 
cart be inſenſible of a mutual Duty incumbent 
on you as a Church: but this is the Province of 
our worthy, miniſtering Brother to point out. I 
ſhall conclude with the Words of the A d 

And now Brethren, I commend you to God, and the 
Mord of his Grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you an Inheritance among all them which 
are Sanctiſied v. ö 


Acts xx. 32. 
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200 THE 


AE CD U N T 


OF THE 


C H U R CH, Oe. 


HE Church having in the moſt unanimous 
Manner recognia d the Call of their Pa+ 
fer, the following Account was given by 
the Worth n before mentioned. | 


As moſt of yau may expect that we ſhould 
; give ſome Account, of our late Proceedings, 

which perhaps have been repreſented to you in a 
falſe Light, we ſhall therefore give a juſt Repre- 
ſentation of the Affair in as copeite.g Mangaz-aþ 

ſſible. | 

After the much-lamented Death, of our 10 
worthy Paſter the Revd. Mr. Samuel Wilſon, being 
deſtitute for the Space of two Years and upwards, 


in which Time, ſeveral had preach'd to us, and 
none fix d upon to take the Overſight of us in the 


Lord; about r this time Providence brought forth 
the" Rerd, Mr. James Fall, from the Church, 


under 


2 
N 
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(24) 
under the paſtoral Care of the Revd. Dr. Jobn 
Gill; immediately upon this one of our Mem- 
bers, by the Deſire of ſeveral of our Deacons en- 
gaged Mr. Fall to preach to us, one Lord's-Day, 
after which our Deacons engaged him for two 
Lord's-Days more, and after that for a Month; 
and fo continued to do, till almoſt five Months 
were elapſed ; at which Time a Church-meeting 
being held, it was propoſed by one of our Dea- 
cons who was the Mouth of the Church, that Mr. 
Fall, might preach for the Space of fix Months, 
one Part of the Lord's-Day, as a Probationiſt, ap- 

prehending in that Time we ſhould be capable of 
forming a Judgment of his Talents and Uſefulneſs 
for the Service of our Souls, and whether he was 
qualified for our Paſtor, which was unanimouſly 
agreed to: and Meſſengers were appointed to ac- 
quaint Mr, Fall with the Senſe, of the Church; 
in compliance to which, Mr. Fall, engag d with 
us for ſix-Months. During which time five 
Members were added to us, with a View of his 
being our Paſtor; at the Expiration of the Time 
above mentioned, at a Church Meeting then 
held, one of our Deacons as the Mouth of the 
Church, propoſed as Mr. Fall had fulfilled his En- 
gage ments to us, and we to him, whether or no 
the Church would have any further thoughts of 
him; to which, a Reply was made by one of 
pur Members that Mr. Fall ſhould be put up, in 

order that the Senſe of the Church might be 
Win known 


(2s) 

| known concerning him; this being motioned, 
ſeconded, &c. it was accordingly put up to the 
Vote, whether he ſhould be invited to take the 
 Pgftaral Care of us: and it appearing upon caſting 
up the Votes, in Manner as follows, for Mr. 


Fall fixty-ſeven againſt, ſexy one ; there being 


therefore a Majority in favour of Mr. Fall, four 


Meſſengers were appointed by the Church to acquaint 
Mr, Fall that the Church had made Choice of him, 
to be their Paſtor, withal deſiring to know whether 
he would accept thereof: To which he, replied, 
he defired Time to conſider of, and ſpread an Af- 
fair of fo great Importance. before the Lord; and 
after earneſtly ſeeking divine Direction, ſhould 
that Path, Providence ſeemed to point out. 
The Lord's-Day following one of the Meſſen- 
gers With ſeveral others of our Brethren, - being in 
the Veſtry, it being aſked what Anfwer Mr. Fall 
had given; and this being replied to as above; it 
was propoſed, that Mr. Fall, ſhould preach the. 
ſame as uſual, till ſuch Time he gave in his An- 
ſwer ; upon which, one of our Mortiy, Deacons, | 
replied,” that he never ſhould preach any more in 
that Pulpit : and another of our venerable Brethren, 
ſaid, that as we had choſen Mr. Fall, we might 
take him and keep him: But, the place was 
theirs; and added, that he hoped the Lo wool \ 
bleſs us. 4 
Under theſe trying Circumſtances, we S 

our God by frequent, and fervent Prayer, at each 
others Houſe ; and not being willing to part 
| F with 


(26) 


with Him, whoſe Miniſtry we had fate add 
with ſo much Delight; alſo having the Voice of 


the Church, in Favour of Mr. Fall, which we 
could not but conclude was the Voice of God: 
We then, encouraged by Providence, aſſiſted by 
the Concurrence of many Worthy Friends, opened 
a Place to worſhip our God, in, that ſo we might 


enjoy his Miniſtry, whom we cannot but humbly 


hope the Lord has fent among us an Ne 


F onr Prayers. 


Since this, we have ſent Meſſengers to our Bre- 
thren, who would not admit us to enjoy Mr. Falls 
Miniſtiry among them, in a peaceable Manner, 
not being willing-to expoſe the Intereſt of a Dear 
Redeemer, by aſſerting our Right in a Court of 
Judicature, Which we had ſufficient Encou- 
ragement to have done, as well from the Aſſiſtance 
of Friends, as the Equity of our Cauſe: We 
therefore ſent Meſſengers as above, to treat with 
them, for an amicable Separation, that fo we. 
might acknowledge each other a Church of 


Chriſt , withal defireing the Bleſſing and Preſence | 


of God might be with them, as we hoped it 
would with us; to which they return'd this An- 
ſwer ; that if we would come and acknowledge 
we had Rent ourſelves from the Church, and aſk 

them for our Diſmiſſion, they would not only 


grant us this, but own us as a Siſter Church; 


but otherwiſe ſhould deem us a Set of diſorderly 


People: This Acknowledgment we could not 


I make 


* 
893 


(2). 


make conſiſtent with the Principles of Hh. 
 pendency- which we fre, and e 


maintain. 


Wie were willag to ſeek for Peace, and purſue 


it, but could not ſacrifice Truth, nor renounce our 


Dependency upon Cbriſt to obtain it: Upon this 
we ſent Meſſengers to Dr. Gill's Church, for Mr. 


Falls Diſmiſſion, but were not admitted, nor our 
Caſe ſo much as heard; but told us that till the 
unhappy Difference between us, and our Brethren 
was accommodated they would receive no Meſ- 
ſages from us : we then unanimouſly receiv'd Mr. 


Fall a Member with us, called him forth to 


preach to us, and again invited him to 


the Paſtoral Care of us : and having after 65. I 


lemn Prayer, made. chajce of Perſons for Dea- 
| cons; and fixing a Day for the Ordination of 
our Miniſter, and Deacons ;. we. then applied to 


the Reverend and Honourable Boar# to afliſt.in * 


it, but are ſorry to ſay, they refus'd without giving 
any Reaſon. 


by Men, even by thoſe from whom better * Things 


might be expected ; yet we truſt our God is for ö 
us, and with us, therefore we will not fear what 4 


Man, can do unto us! But going on in his 
Strength, we doubt not but he will plead our 
Cauſe and continue us together as we Sd are 
in the greateſt Love, and Harmony one an 
another: and by incxcaliog 0 our Num... 


But though we may be ever ſo much deſpis'd 4. 
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and Graces, make us as e heauifl ad Tirak. in 
Doctrine, comely as Jeruſalem, in bed. 
and formidable by our ſtrict Adherence to in- 2 
nt Diſcipline, as an Au wih Bun- 4 
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